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[Abstract]

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Ahn Jung-geun’s Sniper Act

- Referring to an Analysis of Terrorism -

Kim, Yong-Hoon"

It is true that terrorism cannot be justified in that various acts of violence
are committed against innocent civilians and result in a good deal of
casualties. However, it is reasonable to say that it is difficult to make a
definitive and objective assessment of certain acts of terrorism, especially
their legitimacy of purpose of the acts. Those who conduct the assessment
of terrorism cannot but recognize the illegality of means of terrorism
concerning the suffering of innocent civilians, but those who terrorize tend
to argue that they are obliged to terrorize for the sake their political purpose
(The purpose seems justified from their point of view). Therefore, apart from
criticism of the illegal and fatal means of acts of terrorism, it seems difficult
to make objective assessments of the purpose of acts of terrorism and the
reasons for the terrorism (The purpose never seems illegitimate to victim
of terroris or others, while the purpose definitely seems legitimate to terrorists).

Given this situation, it is not easy to solve terrorism-related problems.
We also have a similar problem concerning with Ahn Jung-geun’s shooting
at Ito Hirobumi. Provided that Ahn’s shooting is regarded as a terrorist
attack, the Japanese government and our government can not reach an
agreement in assessing Ahn’s shooting case due to the fact that it is
difficult to reach an agreement whether Ahn’s act is terrorism or not.
However, Ahn's shooting cannot be regarded as a terrorist act at a general
level. Considering the fact that Joseon Dynasty was deprived of national
sovereignty by the coercion of Japan at that time and the international law
issue and discussions at a more macro level with regard to the provision

of Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties and the legal theory, the

* Associate Professor, Sangmyung University, Department of Public Administration & Law
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evaluation of Ahn Jung-geun is to be made objectively. In the end, it is
natural to postulate that Ahn Jung-geun’s act of shooting at Ito Hirobumi
is not terrorism in that Ahn’s act was the act of war considering Ahn’s
status (Lieutenant General) of n army for national independence.
Furthermore, considering that most of the treaties that were took an advantage
of for the sake of the deprivation of Joseon’s sovereignty by Japan were
signed by threats, intimidation, or armed actions, it is reasonable to conclude

that Ahn Jung-geun resisted progressively against illegal invasion of Japan.

Keywords : Ahn Jung-geun, Terrorism, Legitimacy, the Protectorate Treaty
between Korea and Japan concluded in 1905, Itou Hirobumi






