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[Abstract]

Human Rights Law Approach to the Concept of Benevolence

- Focusing on the Analects of Confucius -

Hyungbok CHAE"

Benevolence({=) is the basic ideology and core concept for understanding
Confucianism. In the Analects, Confucius puts forth the principle of humanity
(Mffin) as a principle to be followed in life, and takes benevolence as its ultimate
goal. In a word, Benevolence is a core theme that runs through the entire
Analects, and the noble man(# ) is the subject of its practice. However,
the concept of benevolence is not clearly revealed in the Analects, and
Confucius never directly mentioned benevolence.

In modern society, Confucianism is regarded as a pre-modern ideology.
In particular, the lack of basic human rights is cited as the main basis for
criticizing Confucianism. Human rights are a product of modern European political
thought. Since Confucius was born and worked during the Warring States
period, it is also true that Confucianism does not contain human rights ideology
in the modern sense. However, this position is too difficult to represent criticism
of Confucianism. Rather, it is necessary to actively accept this criticism in
order to examine the limitations of Confucianism from the point of view of
human rights.

In this paper, this paper, the concept of benevolence is defined from the
perspective of modern human rights law, and the possibility of studying Human
Rights—Confucianism is proposed. To this end, we examine the meaning of
the noble man and the inferior man, who are the subjects of human rights
law practice of benevolence. And we consider the four practical methods of
human rights; filial piety and brotherly love(Z1#), overcome selfishness and
return to the rituals(FaC {&i&), do the hard work first, then take care of

your own profit later(Jc##%1%), and loyalty and forgiveness(it21).

* Professor, Law School in Kyungpook National University
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