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[Abstract]

A Study on Copyright Protection of Chreographic Works

- Focused on Other National Court’s Decisions -

Choi, Gi-Sung”

This article analyzes the issues regrading copyright protection of
choreographic works. In Korean copyright law, dance itself be subject to the
concept of perfomance and be protected by neighboring rights of copyright.
What protected by copyright is the choreography created by choreographer.
Choreographiy might be defined as “form of movement” or “creative
combination or arrangement of physical action and gestures.”

Standard of originality for choreographic works is not different with that
for other works. However, the standard is necessary to consider the nature of
choreographic works. It is identical to the issue about the scope of creativity.

The choreographer is a creator and owns copyright in principle. In some
cases, however, problems may arise with “work made for hire” or the
collective work.

Issues about copyright infringement lawsuit regarding choreographic works

are defining the subject matter and substantial similarity.

Keywords : choreography, dance, choregraphic works, copyright, originality
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