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[Abstract]

Study on the Patient Self-Determination Act in Taiwan

Eom, Ju-hee”

In Asia, the “Patient Self-Determination Act(PSDA)”, which first enacted
the contents and procedures of the patient’s decision—making option regarding
death, including the forgoing of artificial nutrition and hydration, will be
implemented in Taiwan from 2019. In 2000, Taiwan enacted the “Hospice and
palliative Care Act(IHIPCA)” and began to implement the withholding and
withdrawing of life-sustaining treatment and hospice palliative care. In
addition, the new law (PSDA) expanded the range of medical care that can
be selected for the terminally ill patient at the end of life and range of
corresponding patient. The key point of this law, which focuses on
self-determination and autonomy of patients overcoming the patriarchal culture
in Taiwan, is a Advance care planning and Advance decision. Patient and
Patient Family, medical service providers, and all other related parties will
work together on a preliminary care plan in advance to prepare for
patient’s specific clinical conditions who is unconscious or unable to clearly
express his or her wishes. for terminally ill including severe dementia,
irreversible coma, permanent vegetative state, and to discuss and decide on
the medical options that patients in the situation can choose from. Rather
than simply withhlding or withdrawing medical care, it is possible to choose
from wider range of medical options, such as life-sustaining treatments,
good death, forgoing or retention of artificial nutrition and hydration supply
and other type of medical care. When making Advance medical decisions,
other appropriate care, such as palliative care, was essentially provided. The
Korea Life-sustaining Treatment Decision Law, which restricts the type of
corresponding patient and restricts the scope of medical care which is

withdrawn or withheld, was enforced in this February 2018. Although it is

* Ph.D in Law, Former Adjunct Professor of Sejong University & Myongji College.
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stipulated in the law that patient’'s self determination should be respected,
the law is more similar to Taiwan's HPCA than PSDA. As the Asian
culture like Korea, Taiwan has a culture that is reluctant to speak out in the
same Asian culture as ours, openly about death, especially the decisions
related to the death of the parents. The process and change of Taiwan’s end

of life legislation has given many implications to legislation of our country.

Keywords : Life-sustaining Treatment, Decision-making at the End of Life,
Right to Self- Determination, Hospice, Palliative care, Advance
directives, Advance Care planning






