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[Abstract]

A Study on the Improvement of Proportionality and Equity
in the National Assembly Election System

Lee, Boo-Ha"

It is not easy to determine the appropriate reflection ratio between population
proportionality and regional representativeness in the delimitation of local
constituencies for members of the National Assembly. The primary criterion
in delimiting local constituencies for members of the National Assembly is
population proportionality. The value of one person’s vote should not differ
significantly from the value of another person’s vote. The difference in voting
value between voters violates the principle of equal election and infringes
on equal suffrage.

The primary criterion for electoral district designation is population proportionality,
and regional representativeness can be considered as a secondary criterion.
According to the constitutional principle of equal elections, population proportion
1:1 is the most ideal criterion according to the principle of population
proportionality. In many cases, it is difficult to determine regional constituencies
based only on population proportionality. Therefore, considering the situation
in Korea and reflecting regional representativeness, if the population proportion
exceeds 2:1, it should be regarded as unconstitutional.

In introducing the proportional representation system by region, members
of the National Assembly should not prioritize the interests of the region,
but pursue the interests of the nation as a whole. The proportional representation
system by region is a system for distributing seats in proportion to the percentage
of votes obtained by each party in each region. As in the current nationwide
proportional representation system, the current situation where voters have
no influence on who is listed on the party list and the ranking of candidates

on the party list is to be improved to give the voter influence on the party
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list by region.

It is appropriate to introduce a regional proportional representation system
with 200 seats for local constituency members and 100 seats for proportional
representative members in each region. The country is divided into six regions,
and proportional representation members in each region determine the total
number of seats to be allocated to each party for seat allocation by region.
Rather than adopting a linked proportional representation system, it is possible
to prevent excess seats from occurring by adopting a parallel system in
which the number of seats for local constituency members and the number
of seats for proportional representative members in each region are divided
and elected in parallel in the regional proportional representation system.
Voting for a political party needs to be designed to prevent excess seats
from occurring by pre-determining the number of proportional representative
National Assembly seats in each region in proportion to the population in

each region.

Keywords : Electoral Districts, Population Variation, Proportional Representation
System by Region, d’Hondt method, Hare/Niemeyer method,
Sainte-Lagué/Schepers method






