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[Abstract]

The Need and Direction of Democratic Civic Education Based

on the Constitution

Kim, Jongcheol®

Since the Constitution provides guidelines for political and social order as
the "highest moral norm of the people’s life and the value norm of political
life” enacted by the national consensus, democratic civic education should
focus on reminding the meaning of these constitutional promises to citizens
and cultivating citizens’ democratic capacities to lead civic life by using
them as common sense norms of conduct. In this sense, the foundation of
democratic civic education should be the Constitution, which means that
democratic civic education should not only provide education on the basic
knowledge of the Constitution, but also education on constitutional citizenship,
which 1s derived from the Constitution as the basic norm of the community
and the core virtues that make each citizen a democratic citizen.

On the other hand, constitutional citizenship becomes a task of constitutional
practice in which citizens, as individuals, cultivate autonomy in both private
and public spheres and recognize the importance and necessity of political
participation as a right and duty at the same time, as well as the social
right based on public welfare, which is the right to enjoy safety and freedom
from various dangers and risks, and the obligation to exercise individual
rights, including private property, in harmony with public welfare.

Furthermore, since constitutional citizenship is already a social agreement
in the form of a constitutional contract in the Constitution, which is the highest
norm of the state and society, constitutional civic education based on the
Constitution should contribute to creating an environment where this social
agreement can be faithfully understood and practiced. The values implicit in

the Constitution as a civic promise and the basic principles for its implementation

* Professor, Yonsei University School of Law
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serve as practical guidelines for rationally resolving the diverse and complex
issues that arise in concrete civic life, and the social consensus on the content
and methods of civic education should share two minimum recognitions.
First, diversity is a premise, not an object of consensus. Second, the choices
and needs of participants must be realized based on the constitutional value
order.

In conclusion, considering the primal necessity of democratic civic education
in light of the Constitution, the supreme norm of a democratic republic, it
would be a denial of the necessity and constitutional legitimacy of democratic
civic education to argue for the reduction or abolition of democratic civic
education by blaming the lack of social consensus for some biased teaching
methods and operational problems in recent years. Rather, democratic civic
education based on the Constitution, which is the social consensus itself, should
be further revitalized to solve its operational problems head-on. It should be
kept in mind that democratic civic education is the right alternative to build
a political and social foundation to overcome the divisive and conflictual

situation our society is facing.

Keywords : civic education, democratic civic education, constitutional education,
social consensus, citizenship, constitutional citizenship



