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select (i.e. search for or detect, identify, track, select) and attack (.e. use force
against, neutralize, damage or destroy) targets without human intervention”). 2021d
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107) Bruun, Z7owards a Two-Tiered Approach, supra note 65, p.2.

108) SG Report 2024, para 6.

109) Chair's summary - First 2025 session of the GGE on LAWS, CCW/GGE.1/2025/
WP.1 (7 April 2025), para 12.

110) Ibid.

111) GGE on LAWS, Suggestions Box I and Box II, 05 March 2025. (“For purposes of
these elements of an instrument, lethal means weapons with the capacity to Kkill or
injure one or more persons, which includes weapons that can be used to damage or
destroy objects.”)

112) GGE on LAWS, Rolling Text, status date: 18 December 2025. (“The fact that a LAWS
can be used in a way that does not result in loss of life, such as to damage or
destroy objects or to cause injury, does not exclude it from this characterization.”)



448 W= #1933 (2026. 04)

A](prohibition) ¢} ‘Al 8t/ A (restriction/regulation)’
2l (two-tiered approach) & FA o= A= 9l
th ool EE ASNUIAAE dEACRE S8 7IEY, 1 AP A&
o] A& st AeAow qF&stE s Ao thlld oAdd, hd3] A&
A AP EA 7 Aold WA A&F7AAE dHd oz A8k, o
4 o JAEA T o] Vbt ATV AAE A, F, AdFHoR

o

3 4@tk

D)
o
n
N
-
=
o
i
1o
rlr
> ﬂ‘j

=)

deA 1

=210,

i
P
©
-2

AC)
o W
o
F-\; ol

ANy

h=)
>~
Rad
oo
2

w2l o] th 1) o] & Sof Ay o]
S CCW Aol AME 74 AWe opylelns =ws A7
dolAwslel A, AE, FES AW FAGE FUGND), e FUA
A A S e AAE oA AlxEe

Cﬂ

e A

o8] shuE xoetEs AAEA ofyd A7 FAHA ofydrhal gt
e 7 T

KX

=

k2]

o0 T My
Ir
—n
N
__>Il_'4‘
X
(o]
Ho
o
=
>
>

24
1
N
=2
e

BAAT(A3x). A =ofeh o] A3ke] FAl

L EHe) A, A, 3

ASAG Aot s £ Az AYP FAAAE QwA HA WF
o %3l Frhiis)

ICRCE 20219 58 ABANA A&7/ A4 Be Az WH 74
e TA'Y Baydes gxs AHeR ody PP AAHY
LIS olo] mE, Q17ke tldon TS PASRER MANAY g
AERAAA, AZBASAAL 6] Y AREAT BT A&RAAA
= FAsClof Bk 1 W) ARFAAAE AAF FAlS 88+ 3

113) Perrin, supra note 8.

114) Blanchard & Goussac, supra note 40, p.5. Bruun, Zowards a Two-Tiered Approach,
supra note 65, p.3.

115) Ihid.

116) ICRC Position on Autonomous Weapon Systems, 12 May 2021.
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117) Ibid.
118) GA Res. 79/62, supra note 6.
119) Perrin, supra note 8.
120) SG Report 2024, para 75.
121) SG Report 2024, para 76.
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122) SG Report 2024, para 79.
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127) GGE on LAWS, Rolling Text, status date: 26 November 2024, Box I, 1.
128) Ibid. “5. It is prohibited in all circumstances to employ LAWS that operate without
context-appropriate human control and judgment.”
129) Milena Sterio, “Autonomous Weapons Systems and the Need to Update International
Humanitarian Law?”, Case Western Reserve Journal of International Law, Vol57
(2025), pp.312-313.
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130) Davison, supra note 62, p.15.

131) ICRC Position on Autonomous Weapon Systems, Background Paper, 2021, p.7.

132) Ihid.

133) Ihid.

134) Ibid.

135) Ibid., pp.8-9.

136) SG Report 2024, para 77.

137) Elizabeth Minor & Richard Moyes, Regulating Autonomy in Weapons Systems,
Article 36 (21 October 2020), https://article36.org/updates/treaty—structure-leaflet/ (Z
T A&5d: 2026 2€ 119)
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ICRC, Autonomous Weapon Systems: Technical, Military, Legal and Humanitarian
Aspects (Expert Meeting Report, Geneva, 26-28 March 2014), pp.1-3. ICRC,
Statement on Autonomous Weapon Systems (13 May 2014), www.icrc.org/eng/resources/
documents/statement/2014/05-13-autonomous-weapons-statementhtm. (% H&Y:
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139) Vincent Boulanin et al., Limits on Autonomy in Weapon Systems: Identifiing Practical
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143) Ibid., p.4

144) Ibid
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163) UN Secretary—General, Artificial intelligence in the military domain and its implications
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164) Addressing Bias in Autonomous Weapons, UN Doc. CCW/GGE.1/2024/WP.5 (8 March
2024), para 7.

165) Alexander Blanchard & Laura Bruun, Bias in Military Artificial Intelligence, SIPRI
Background Paper (December 2024), pp.4-7. Sources of Bias in Military Al
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166) Ibid., pp.8-9.

167) Ibid., pp.10-11.
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https://disarmament.unoda.org/en/our—-work/conventional-arms/convention—certain—conv
entional-weapons. (H% & Y: 202613 2¢€ 6Y)

171) 718 29125 {4 59 e 249 7154E Do, CCW AA W J4S ¢4
AlskE 44olth SG Report 2024, Annex I, pp.109-110.
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173) Human Rights Watch, Killer Robots: Negotiate Treaty in New Forum, November 10,
2022.
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178) Human Rights Watch & IHRC, An Agenda for Action: Alternative Processes for Negotiating
a Killer Robots Treaty (November 10, 2022).

179) Ibid., pp.15-18.

180) Ibid., pp.18-21.

181) Ibid., pp.22-25.

182) Ibid., pp.26-29.

183) Ibid., pp.29-31.
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944,
189) A AHd Swe] Qolw Fapn BHjd el URolth BA WEe, e =
i, 946-952.
w - gAg

189) #&#E W&, o]Fd, “UFAT(AD #H ¥ AR o #HI 2
AAEAS FAo .

190) oA, thabF9 A3 (Alliance for Multilateralism) 4% oF 407 ol d=xS 1170
AEQHE A5 FHA - 2§ Bo| FaAssh WA JelF AL FTaAG. @
o] & 38) #%. Matthew Breay Bolton et al, Addressing the Threat of Autonomous
Weapons: Maintaining Meaningful Human Control (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung New
York Office, January 2021), p.1. 2024 AMFF3 HuA A% tf49 =717t 20199
AEAHE Fad A2 BAsRgon, B AF) Nzt R@ste 247 932
2ASET. A Eol, Bde AT ALFIAA B Qo] 0199 AL 2
20219 NATO® A3l & Al A8 ¥3s Ed2 b W3tk SG Report 2024,
Annex I, p.50.

191) ICRC Position on Autonomous Weapon Systems, 12 May 2021.
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192) Sterio, supra note 129, p.313.

193) Nick Robins-Early, “Al's ‘Oppenheimer moment autonomous weapons enter the
battlefield”, The Guardian, 14 July 2024.

194) Sterio, supra note 129, pp.303-304.
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[Abstract]

Autonomous Weapon Systems

and the Prospects for an International Treaty:
Key Issues and Negotiating Pathways

Yejoon Rim"

The central question in current international discussions on Autonomous
Weapon Systems (AWS) has shifted from whether existing international
humanitarian law (IHL) applies, to whether a new legally binding instrument
is needed. The international community is working to define the scope of AWS
on the basis of agreed characteristics, and shares a common understanding
of key issues, including a two-tiered approach of prohibition and regulation,
the principle of human control, and the unpredictability arising from machine
learning. There is broad consensus that the autonomy of weapon systems
cannot be unlimited and that human judgment, control, and accountability
must be preserved. Given that reaching agreement on the scope of prohibition
and regulation and the form of a legal instrument will not be straightforward,
it 1s necessary to examine in which forum international discussions on the
regulation of AWS will unfold. This article examines the difficulties of adopting
an additional protocol within the CCW framework, and considers the need
to explore alternative negotiating pathways through the UN General Assembly,
as well as the significance of adopting soft law instruments prior to the
conclusion of a binding treaty.

Meaningful human control cannot be assured once fully autonomous weapon
systems have been developed and deployed. Even in the absence of sufficient
state practice, a treaty remains achievable through negotiation and political
compromise among like-minded states, with the recommendations and resolutions
of international organizations providing essential momentum. In this regard,

the UN General Assembly’s decision to place AWS on its formal agenda

* Associate Professor Korea University School of Law
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since 2023 is significant. As an inclusive forum operating on the basis of majority
voting, the General Assembly offers more favorable conditions for advancing
a legally binding instrument than the consensus—-based CCW process. It is
expected that the General Assembly will move beyond merely supplementing
CCW discussions and facilitate meaningful and timely progress toward a

treaty that reflects the common interests and values of humanity.

Keywords : Autonomous Weapon Systems, International Humanitarian Law,
Human Control, Predictability, Killer Robots



